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both Art and Education: Musical Instrument Bank

Music should be a gift for everyday life, not an ostentatious art form

In order to support the musical ambitions of rural youth, the Ministry of Education entrusted Shih Chien 
University (hereinafter USC) to establish the world’s first Musical Instrument Bank (hereinafter MIB) to revitalize 
idle music instruments by gifting them to rural students in need.  MIB receives government grants and 
donations from both schools and the private sector. Through matchmaking, refurbishment, and exchange, 
these idle instruments are able to reach the children in need, rather than collecting dust in storage. This project 
also reduces waste, while allowing the students to explore and express themselves through the art of music.

Music enthusiasts and the music industry are encouraged to donate and pass on their love of music to the 
next generation. Rural schools will have priority in registering and using the collected instruments. Through the MIB 
online platform, donors are able to see where their instruments are being used. At the same time, the recipient 
schools can also learn the source of the instruments and servicing records. 

2. 

1. 2022

2022

1 2

Newsletter第2期改4.indd   32 2022/7/19   下午 05:11:26



33

�

�
1

2

No longer sharing instruments  ncourage students to pursue their dreams

Dr. OuYang Hui-Kang, director of the MIB program and USC Music Department professor, stated that since 
2015, nearly 3,000 instruments have been received while nearly 2,000 have been sent to those in need. Almost 
300 schools have benefited from the MIB program. The Ministry of Education holds the “Musical Instrument 
Bank Conference” at the end of every year, inviting rural schools that have collaborated with  MIB to perform. 
Schools that have participated in such performances include Jingtong Elementary School (Pingxi District, New 
Taipei City), Dafu Elementary School (Zhuangwei Township, Yilan County), and Caoling Ecology and Geology 
Elementary School (Gukeng Township, Yunlin County). All of these are small rural elementary school  with fewer 
than 100 students, and the children were all overjoyed to be invited to the performance. 

Jingtong Elementary School did not have enough instruments for students. The limited number of violins 
had to be shared among the students, preventing them from practicing at home. When  MIB sent violins 

to Jingtong, the students were 
ecstatic to learn that they no 
longer had to share violins. Having 
enough instruments is of upmost 
importance to the foundation 
of improving music education 
in schools. Last summer, the 
students of Jingtong Elementary 
chool organized a flash mob 

performance at the Hsinchu Rail 
Station, which garnered high 
praise from passengers and 
tourists, greatly improving the 
students’ confidence and their 
desire to learn. The performance 
and preparations were filmed 
and made into a documentary 
that won best picture at the New 
Taipei City Golden Art for Arts 
Education Micro-Film Award.
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　　Many schools that have collaborated with MIB 
are similar to Dongming Elementary School (Dajia 
District, Taichung City), being located in remote areas 
with students from financially disadvantaged families. 
Through the MIB matchmaking program, solutions can 
be offered for their long-term struggles with having 
insufficient instruments. MIB provided them with 
the instruments to perform at the “Future Parent-
Child Picnic Day” event hosted by Vision Culture’s 
Future Parent-Child Education Platform at Taichung 
Civic Plaza. Dongming’s string ensemble received 
great applause for their outstanding performance.

　　 MIB has also shipped a piano to Cimei 
Elementary School, located at the southernmost tip of 
Penghu, an outlying island 470 km away from Taiwan. 
Combining faculty and students, the school has a total 
60 people, and their instruments were dated and 
unusable. The arrival of the piano was ex iting news for 
the students hey waited in line to take turns playing 
the piano and were all filled with joy.

　　Currently, the demand for instruments at rural 
schools is quite high. The requests MIB receives are 
mostly for string, woodwind, and brass instruments. 
Though there have been many donations from 
generous people, the supply could still not meet the 
demand. To help these children gain access to better 
music instruments, the Ministry of Education and USC 

strongly encourage all to donate instruments that are 
currently not in use. The success of the MIB project 
relies greatly on the generosity of our donors. Looking 
ahead, USC will continue to work closely with all 
parties with the goal of providing higher quality art  
education. 

定音鼓座維修
 Timpani epair

臺北校區 Taipei Campus
104 臺北市中山區大直街 70 號
+886-2-2538-1111
https://www.usc.edu.tw/
70 Dazhi St., Zhongshan Dist. 
Taipei 104, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

高雄校區 Kaohsiung Campus
845 高雄市內門區大學路 200 號
+886-7-667-8888
https://www.kh.usc.edu.tw/
200 University Rd., Neimen Dist.
Kaohsiung 845, Taiwan (R.O.C.)
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