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Opening Ceremony of Neihu Parent-Child and
Daycare Center on February 11, 2014.



|

2021 £ 1 B 5 BT R ERRRENSERTE
President Ting Pin-Shou visited Neihu Parent-Child Center on January 5,2021.
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Neihu Parent-Child Center: A Decade of Servic

e

Associate Professor Teresa Teng ( &8fz:¥ ), Department of Family Studies and Child Development

In ten years a seedling can become a tree, and a
newborn baby a fifth grader. Commissioned by Taipei
City’s Department of Social Welfare, the Department
of Family Studies and Child Development (DFSCD)
has run the Neihu Parent-Child Center for a decade.
As the coordinator of this government commissioned
program, | have strived to cultivate talent for this
parent-child center. Our team of professionals serve
children, from ages 0-6, and their parents. In this
article, | would like to share more details about this
challenging but fulfilling journey.

Since taking on the parent-child and daycare
center program in 2013, | have encouraged our team
to always strive for the best. The faculty of DFSCD has
been the best support for the running of the program.
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For instance, Assistant Professor Wang Hui-Min
(EZ 8 ), Kao Po-Chuan ( = 1#§2 ), Chang Chih-
Hao ( 3R &5 ) and Professor Wendy Hsieh (3 XX &)
have offered training for the staff at the center to
ensure that they are equipped with expertise of
early childhood education. Training by professionals
enhances the quality of staff at the parent-child center
and has significantly improved their administrative
capacity. Moreover, the support of our team has
helped the parent-child center to achieve outstanding
performance in different areas. For example, in an
assessment conducted every three years by Taipei
City's Department of Social Welfare, Neihu Parent-
Child Center was given the award of distinction in
2015, 2018 and 2021. In addition, the parent-child
center has provided internship opportunities for
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Story Time performed by students of the Department of Family Studies and Child

Development

students from public and private
universities in Taipei and offered
visits for domestic and overseas
students studying in the area of
early childhood education. Over
the past decade, Neihu Parent-
Child Center has participated
in eight advisory visits and two
assessments, taking place in 2015
and 2018, respectively. The center
received excellent feedback and
results. With its exceptional
performance, Neihu Parent-Child
center has often been chosen
as the designated parent-child
center to visit. For instance, it
was picked by the Ministry of
Education as one of the venues
to visit for representatives from
the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development

(OECD). Other guests and groups
that have visited include Prince
Benkhosi Dlamini of Eswatini,
China’s Shanghai delegation, and
guests from the Social and Family
Affairs Administration, to name
just a few.

This industry-academia
collaboration started in 2013-
2015 and was renewed twice
(2016-2018 and 2019-2021). The
funding for each phase stood
at NT$40 million; the highest
amount for industry-academia
collaboration so far at Shih Chien
University. In 2021, with a lower
government subsidy for the
daycare center, compared to other
non-profit nurseries, we were
experiencing higher employee

turnover. In the end, we had
no choice but to give up the
daycare center and run the parent
child center only. The funding
was at NT$27 million. Apart
from government funding, the
program aims to provide more job
opportunities for our students.
Currently, as much as 70 percent
of the staff at Neihu Parent-Child
Center are DFSCD alumni. While
more universities are struggling
with student recruitment, we have
become more competitive by
creating job opportunities for our
students.

Neihu Parent-Child Center
will have been running for a
decade in 2023, Our team and |
would like to give our gratitude to
Taipei City’'s Department of Social
Welfare, the management team,
staff from Shih Chien University,
and DFSCD faculty and students,
as well as the children and parents
at the center. We have enjoyed
such a wonderful journey because
of your support.
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One-year old baby celebration and activities
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Parenting Class
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Rhythm and Rhyme

/I 0\

ZEERE
Multifunction Room

&P




