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Lecturers gave feedback to presentations.
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Roundtable discussion between students and lecturers
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Graduation design presentation
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Visiting the Malaysian Institute of Architects

New Vision in Architecture:
A Graduation Design Forum Jointly
Hosted by Taiwan and Southeast Asian

Universities

Wang Chun-Hsiung ( £{£%# ), Chair of the Department of Architecture

Against the backdrop of the southbound
development project launched by the
Ministry of Education, Shih Chien University
and the Taiwan Modern Architecture
Association jointly rolled out the first
“Architecture Graduation Forum: Taiwan
and Southeast Asia” in 2019. The second
and third forums were hosted by National
Cheng Kung University and Chung Yuan
Christian University, respectively. The goal
of the forum is to encourage exchanges
between universities in Taiwan and those

in Southeast Asian countries, creating a
space where academic staff can discuss
the pedagogy of architecture and design
to improve architecture education for
both sides. The hosts in Taiwan invited
universities with architecture departments
in the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand to join the platform.
Through this platform, students’ graduation
exhibitions, presentation and architectural
drawings are used as resources to discuss
the features and challenges of architecture



education in participating countries. The
exchanges give educators and scholars an
opportunity to reflect and learn from each
other. Moreover, cultural and social issues in
Taiwan and other Southeast Asian countries
are also discussed, a way to improve
students’ ability to design and create.

As the COVID-19 pandemic eased in
the second half of 2022, the organizers
decided to stick to the plan to host the
forum in Southeast Asia for the first time.
To encourage other universities to host the
event, the 2022 forum was organized jointly
by Shih Chien University and UCSI University
in Malaysia. More than 70 academic staff
and students from 23 universities over six
countries were invited. The forum took
place from November 27 to December 5,
2022. In addition to hosting the event on the
campus of UCSI University, the exhibition
and critique sessions took place at REXKL -

Unique Arts & Culture Hub in Kuala Lumpur.
As many as 2,000 to 3,000 people visited
the event daily.

Architecture departments from 15
universities from Southeast Asian countries
and 8 universities in Taiwan participated in
the “Architecture Graduation Forum: Taiwan
and Southeast Asia”. The size of the forum
was the largest in its history in the field
of architecture. It has meant even more in
the post-COVID era as exchanges resume
again around the world. “New Vernacular
Grounds” was the theme of the 2022 forum.
“Vernacular” means domestic and native.
For nearly two years during the pandemic,
overseas travel and transport were seriously
restricted. In such an environment, people
all over the world, including professionals
in the area of architecture and urban
design, shifted their focus to the materials,
methods and resources available to them.

1
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RERSED
Opening ceremony

The concept of the compact city and
local materials and labor have become
increasingly important. It is critical for us
to start thinking about how to create local
life, work and architecture for now and the
future. At this forum, students’ graduation
design was used to learn about the features
and innovative opportunites of different
places, creating a chance to learn and
exchange ideas. Major events at the forum
included :

1.Exhibition: An exhibition of outstanding
graduation designs from each university.
A total of 23 works were included.
Apart from the works of students, some
professors and professionals who have
long been paying attention to social issues
were also invited. The exhibition included
the perspectives of students, academic
staff and practitioners as well as local
observers. The combination is an excellent

opportunity for further reflection.

2.Presentation and Critique Sessions: 12
works were selected from the 23 pieces
submitted for an oral presentation.
Academic staff and architects gave
comments and engaged in conversation
with the presenters.

3.Student Roundtable Discussion: A two-
day roundtable discussion was organized.
Twenty-three groups of students and
four academic staff participated in the
discussion.

4.Design Pedagogy Seminar: A design
pedagogy seminar was organized, with
19 academic staff from 19 universities
and eight representatives from industry
participating in the event.

5.Practical Exchanges and Visits: Visits to
Malaysian Institute of Architects and the



works of world-renowned architect Ng

Seksan (2510 ).

The 15 universities from Southeast
Asian countries participating in this forum
included: from Singapore the National
University of Singapore, Singapore University
of Technology and Design, the Singapore
representative of Bartlett School of
Architecture; from Malaysia the University
of Malaya, UCSI University and Taylor’s
University; from Indonesia the University
of Indonesia, Pelita Harapan University
and Bandung Institute of Technology;
from the Philippines the University of the
Philippines, the University of Santo Tomas
and the University of San Carlos; from
Thailand Chulalongkorn University, Chiang
Mai University and King Mongkut’s University
of Technology Thonburi. All the above
universities are renowned in their own
countries for their architecture departments.

The eight universities from Taiwan were
Chung Yuan Christian University, Shih Chien
University, Tamkang University, Tunghai
University, Feng Chia University, Ming
Chuan University, National Cheng Kung
University and National Taipei University of
Technology. The architecture departments
of each of the above universities are known
for their distinct features.

BREBLETRENE
Students introducing their works
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Currently, international exhibitions
of graduation designs are still relatively
rare in Southeast Asia. However, countries
worldwide are now paying more attention
to graduation designs. Global competitions
in the field of architecture and architectural
education might have played a part. Pre-
viously, the U.S. was the major hub in the
development of architectural education.
This changed in about the 1990s, when this
development started to thrive in the U.K,,
Japan, Spain and other regions. Each place
or region also developed its own unique
features. The exchanges between these
regions became more frequent. Following
on in the 21st century, architecture in
Southeast Asia has gradually grabbed the
world’s attention. Countries in this region
also worked hard to improve the quality of
their own architectural education. Despite
being in the vicinity of Southeast Asian
countries, Taiwan mainly focused on the
development of architectural education
in the U.S. and Europe prior to the 21st
century, and were rather ignorant about
the cultures, architecture and architectural
education of our neighboring countries in
Southeast Asia.

As Southeast Asian architecture
has gradually become more prominent
worldwide, Taiwan’s architectural education
faces new challenges. It has become clear
that architecture departments in Taiwan
need to establish closer relationship with

their counterparts in Southeast Asia and
expand their understanding of the cultures,
aesthetics, and techniques in those
countries. Therefore, hosting of the event
“Architecture Graduation Forum: Taiwan and
Southeast Asia” is more meaningful than
ever. We hope that through architecture
and architectural education, the field and
departments of architecture in Taiwan
will develop a long-term and profound
relationship. M

B 25558 - RFLZEEMER
Visiting the work of architect Ng Seksan ( 2#Ll)



