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Liang Zong-Lin ( 225Hf ) responds to the curtain call after the award.
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Chen Sheng-Yuan (FREEJT ) Collection / Taipei Fashion Week / Tawny Landscape
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Liang Zong-Lin / URBAN REFUGEES Collection / The
work presents the image of a person being stuck in
a distorted building, carrying a load forward.



(i) AREER TR R AT ~ BAEMRET « WEMEBRRTER L2 RRRFBENSIFEESR
(From left to right) Chair of the Department of Fashion Design Masa Tung ( E##F ), Young Talent-Student Chen Sheng-
Yuan, Vice Minister of Culture Lee Lien-Chuan ( Z=#&##£ ) and the Dean of the College of Design Hsu Feng-Yu (fBE ) at
Taipei Fashion Week.

Standing on the Global Stage as a
Champion: Avant-garde Fashion Design
Education

Masa Tung ( EH# 7t ), Chair of the Department of Fashion Design

Seeing of Department of Fashion Design in Shih Chien University

The teaching concept and educational philosophy of the Department of Fashion Design
of Shih Chien University come from the starting point of “homo sapiens” that is the learning
of knowledge and technology, based on the connection between brain activity and hand
operation, and the development and the extension of creativity and creation. Therefore, the
curriculum study plan of the Department of Fashion Design is divided into three categories:
(1) humanities and professional knowledge: learning about various academic foundations,
(2) pattern making and production: understanding the structure and composition methods
of garments, and learning the construction techniques, and (3) the manipulation of
creation and design: engineering of abstract thinking and the concrete creative creation of

fashion design.



In addition to studying on-campus
courses, we encourage students to
participate in international work camps
and international design competitions.
The instant transmission of global fashion
information through the Internet promotes
the young students in our department to
keep pace with worldwide fashion trends.
Sending students onto the international
stage not only broadens their horizons, but
also allows them to realize that they can
stand shoulder to shoulder with students
in the field of global fashion design and
compete on the same field. At the GFW
UK London International Graduate Fashion
Week Contest, our department won awards
in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2017, and 2018. Previous
students won four gold awards and one
silver award. We are the only school in the
world that holds such an award record.
At the same time, it also confirms that
the powerful teaching and learning of our
department in Taiwan which is drawing

global attention.

The teaching and learning of students’
creativity and creation by the Department
of Fashion Design of Shih Chien University is
based on the first-year Design Fundamental
courses. “Autobiography” is the starting
point. Through the explicit expression
of introspection and self-discipline, the
uniqueness of the work can be expressed
by connecting the work with one’s own life

experience.

Chen Sheng-Yuan (PREEJT ) participated
in the “2023 Taipei Fashion Week AW23”

fashion design school show held in Taiwan
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on March 26, 2023, and won the “The Best
New Designer Potential Award”. His work
“Tawny Landscape” is an extension of the
Fashion Design course and in-depth self-

exploration of life.

Chen grew up in a tea business family,
and the family has been engaged in tea
processing and the import and export
business for generations. Since childhood
he has experienced his family entertaining
guests in the tea room at home, both with
friends and when negotiating business.
For him, tea is not just a drink, but also a
state, a taste, and an aesthetic view that
affects his overall life. In addition, when
he was young, he often accompanied his
grandfather to write calligraphy in the study
room, and enjoyed the antiques, calligraphy
and paintings collected by his grandfather,
which aroused his strong interest in Chinese

art.

The theme of Chen’s design creation
this time is around the presentation of
“poetry and poetic nature”, combining
profound life emotions for tea and the love
of the Chinese literati landscape, calligraphy
and painting, to convey “poetry into painting,
painting into silk” and its implication for
clothing. The pattern expression of the
fabric comes from the rendering of different
degrees of fermentation and different
processing methods, expressing the texture
of landscape paintings and the visual effect
of mountains. The style of the garment is
an oriental loose gown shape, which retains
a large sense of space between the light
and soft fabric and the body, expressing the
romantic and elegant imagination of the

literati traveling in a landscape.
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“Urban Refugees” from Liang Zong-Lin

Another student, Liang Zong-Lin (2253 ),
participated in the “2023 iD International
Emerging Designer Awards” held in New

Zealand on March 31 and won First Prize.

Liang’s work “Urban Refugees” stems
from her own difficulties in life and study.
She planned to go to New York as an
exchange student, but this was canceled
due to COVID-19. She wanted to set up
her own studio, but this failed. She hoped
for amazing work in the graduation final
project, but she didn’t know what the theme
was. To make things worse her father is
suffering from severe depression at the
same time. In her life, she suddenly fell into

an unprecedented low. At that moment, she

Chen Sheng-Yuan Collection / Look Book / Tawny Landscape

looked up and looked out of the window, and
found that she was an urban refugee bound
by reality. Therefore, the works of this series
are designed to express the observation of
the ideology of the surrounding environment
and the predicaments of people living in the

city.

In the beginning, the city was a place to
pursue dreams. Countless people came here
with lofty dreams. Under the test of cruel
reality, their dreams gradually disappeared.
Survival became a heavy burden, and
eventually they became refugees trapped in
the city. Wearing the same clothes, trapped
in tall buildings, repetitive boring work, a

body that has lost its soul and vitality, with



beautiful imaginings disappearing like

mirages.

The garments are designed with the
same formal style, but the pattern is
changed, showing unnatural swelling. The
squeezed and deformed heart is eager to
seek the outlet of life. The surface print
design comes from the deconstruction,
twisting and reorganization of buildings
expressing collapsed skyscrapers and at
the same time presenting the mirage of

dreams that are disappearing.

In Liang’s works, each outfit has at
least three or more ways to be worn,
challenging the game-like change and
combination of clothes, and the image
swinging between collapse (deflated

process) and explosion (inflated process).

The excellent performance of Chen
Sheng-Yuan and Liang Zong-Lin once
again reflects the vertical connection
between the success of teaching and
learning in the Department of Fashion
Design of Shih Chien University. From
deep self-contemplation to the concrete
transformation of abstract concepts
into the creation of work, garments are
no longer just a cover for the beauty of
the body’s surface, but a “fashion” that

endows aesthetics and emotion!
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Liang Zong-Lin / URBAN REFUGEES Collection / The
work shows that people have infinite abilities to
release, but they are bound by clothes. The internal
and external confrontation makes the human body
swell unnaturally.
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