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Award-winning design: Epicursus
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Kao Ying-Kyle (&%l ) received the Best of 2023
Young Pin Design Award in Product Design.
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Workspace of Epicursus

Kao Ying-Kyle from the Department of
Industrial Desigh Received the Best of
2023 Young Pin Design Award in Product
Design
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Kao Ying-Kyle (i&5%8l), Undergraduate Program, Department of Industrial Design (DID)

Choosing design as a personal challenge

| was just an ordinary high school student before | was admitted to Shih Chien
University’s Department of Industrial Design. To be honest, | was motivated to study at Shih
Chien because | was attracted to the beautiful architecture of its campus and its artistic
atmosphere. | decided to study in design with the aspiration to challenge the impossibles in
reality. | was hoping the field of design will magically guide me to challenge aspects in life
that | feel dissatisfied with. The four years at DID has gradually led me towards that goal.
This year, | was very fortunate to win the Best of Young Pin Design Award in Product Design.
| would like to express my gratitude to the university and all those who have supported and
inspired me.



Epicursus, an aging in place design

The design of Epicursus originated
from the experience of time spent with my
grandmother. For older people with mobility
issues, the design incorporates the function
of a wheelchair and a walker. With easy-to-
use detachable parts, older people will find
it easier to socialize.

Aging is a gradual process, which
includes the transition period when one can
still walk or is recovering with the support
of a wheelchair. During this period, the
difficulty of getting up and moving around
with a wheelchair, as well as the reduced
mobility, makes one feel bored and miss the
best opportunity to stay healthy. Moreover,
| discovered that many elderly people find
it difficult to strike up a conversation with
others, which reduces their connection with
the outside world and the desire to venture
out. Therefore, it became a major topic for
me to see how | can help the elderly more
comfortably and easily engage in outdoor
activities and improve their exchanges and
interactions with other people.

Adding something new to the design

For me, design is all around us. It is the
constant pursuit of aesthetics, functionality
and humanity. From the time | first learned
about the field of design to actually studying
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at DID, | have come to understand the root
of design comes from understanding the
needs of people. When | start a new design
project, the first thing | do is to learn about
the needs and psychology of the target
audience.

During the process, while inspiration
is crucial, the key is to improve one’s
observation and insight. A designer has to
pay extra attention to her/his environment,
watch people’s behavior carefully, examine
habits and culture and draw inspiration
from these observations to add new
elements into the design. Eventually, when
incorporated together, these elements will
become the soul of the new design.

Hands-on learning experience

At Shih Chien, | had the pleasure to
work with great professors and classmates.
These experiences have a profound impact
on my design journey. Every course was a
challenge to my understanding and approach
to design, be it the use of professional
software or the understanding of design
theories. | was forced to constantly surpass
myself.

In additon to courses, the value of
hands-on learning was also encouraged,
as we turned our ideas into real products
and continued to improve our work through

Demonstration of the functionality and aesthetics of Epicursus
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Concept map of the Epicursus design

feedback. Reality is always the best teacher. DID spares no effort to support us to explore
topics we are interested in and help us return to creating value for society through the
creative process and numerous discussions. Through this process, | learned about the
social value and responsibility of design.

Never forget why | started this journey

As a student about to graduate to become a designer, | hope | will not forget why |
started and continue to create designs that become part of everyday life and created value
for society.

Lastly, | would like to thank Shih Chien University for its support and encouragement
that has helped me achieve the recognition at the start of my design career. This award is a
recognition of my learning and effort and is a crucial milestone as | start my career.

| would like to give special thanks to my supervisor Cesare Sun (5% ), DID Chair
Sally Lin (#BEEE), Paul Gong (B1RE ), Tseng Shi-Kai (ZEEH), Neo Chen (A ), Quen Ho (fa
{538 ), Huang Ting-Yi ( Z5:{&8 ) and all my classmates. M
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