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SEEER: (L) W R REE (EERARRRER) BB - TR (GHRAEERATIRM)
Team members: (From left) Tseng Jui-Pin ( B&# ), Yao Chung-Han (k{5 ), Chang Chi-Yi (3REZ , President
of Taiwan Design Research Institute), Tseng Ling-Li ( E<3I2 ) and Wang Chia-Shu ( &8 ). (Image courtesy of
London Design Biennale)
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Electromagnet at ART TAIPEI 2022 (Photo by Zhang Ling-Wei / 5R¥S4)
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2023 ARG EFREEERERE BEARME TAAMEIT]

Taiwan’s “Visible Shop” Awarded Best
Desigh Medal at 2023 London Design

Biennale

Yao Chung-Han ( @k{$% ), Associate Chair of the Department of Architecture

The Development of Kick#01 - Electromagnet

In 2021, while all exhibitions were
cancelled due to the pandemic, the only
one unaffected was my own exhibition.
At the exhibition, the work ‘Kick#01 -
Electromagnet’ was an installation made
up of 96 electromagnetic devices. Unlike
a permanent magnet, the magnetic field
of the magnets in this piece is produced
by an electric current. Commonly seen
in automated production lines, push-pull
electromagnets were used to create vertical
or horizonal movements. However, instead
of choosing the conventional way to use the
electromagnets, | removed a screw to allow
the metal tube to spring higher, allowing
me to control the vertical movements of
the metals more easily, which sometimes
move slightly, and sometimes in bigger
movements. ‘Kick#01 - Electromagnet’ plays
with the incorrect use of strengthening
materials and places the electromagnets in
an intense arrangement. While no specific
purpose was intended, the installation
creates certain noises. By highlighting this
state, | tried to present more clearly the
abstract intention through the concept of

composing music.

Invited by Project Fulfill Art Space, this
work became one of the exhibits at ART
TAIPEI. When Tseng Ling-Li ( 2 <18 ), Assis-

tant Professor in the Graduate Institute

of Architecture at National Yang Ming
Chiao Tung University (NYCU), saw it at
the exhibition, she asked me about the
possibility of increasing the scale of the
work. | told her, “Yes, it’s possible but the
materials are very expensive. It is entirely
hand-made, which is time-consuming and
very expensive.” Later, Assistant Professor
Tseng told me she was working on an
exhibition project and invited us to join
her to participate in the London Design
Biennale. Since November 2022, we have
had online discussions lasting two to three
hours every Friday evening. We talked about
how to present an image of Taiwan, which
Taiwanese values to present at the exhibition
and explored other images of Taiwan in
other parts of the world. From TSMC (Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company
Limited), Giant Bicycles to bubble milk
tea, we endeavored to find the appropriate

direction to present the image of Taiwan.

2023 HERTEFEN Somerset House 217
(RBERAEERAGIRM)

2023 London Design Biennale was held at Somerset
House. (Image courtesy of London Design Biennale)
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BREH (kHER
Preparation (Photo by Yao Chung-Han)

Discussion of the Image of Taiwan

During our discussion, we also turned to
those from abroad for inspiration. They have
mentioned the unique Taiwanese temple
culture, espeically how those temples are
situated in residential areas. They also talked
about the hardware stores around Huanhe
South Road, Taiyuan Road and Xingcheng
Street, and how they intertwined with the
residential areas. The feedback made us
realize that, while lockdown became a
norm globally, Taiwan demonstrated an
“incomplete internationalization”, which
enabled us to launch the face mask team,
which then promptly went into production.

During the pandemic, local production

RRFEHEER (GHPRER)
Visitors looking at the exhibit. (Photo by Yao Chung-
Han)

become even more important. We realized
that young people can take a drawing,
walk to Xingcheng Street and find almost
all the factories and materials they need
to transform the design to reality on this
street. The concept of the “Visible Shop”
became clearer. We started working.
Assistant Professor Tseng was responsible
for the copy for the project and the design
of the exhibition space while we focused on
the work. Despite a clear division of work,
there were still many areas that needed
constant discussion and coordination. The
scale of the mission was large and complex.



What happened once we arrived in London

Once we arrived at the exhibition
venue in London, we forgot it was a
competition. All we were thinking about
was to give our best. As the event
was about to wrap up, we felt less
stress and had more time to visit the
pavilions of other countries. It was a
fascinating experience. Through our own
understanding of a country and their
work, we were silently exchanging our
thoughts, without using words. This
shows exactly the charm of design:
Creating a space to express a certain
perspective. Just before the award giving
ceremony, someone came to tell us that

we had to be there for the ceremony....

When we were awarded Best Design
Medal at the 2023 London Design
Biennale, we felt excited that the work
was recognized by the event. Moreover,
we realized that it was an opportunity to
make Taiwan more visible on the global
stage. When people in Taiwan learned
about the news, messages to congratulate
us flooded in, especially from our
colleagues of the College of Design. In the
early hours of the morning, as our phones
were buzzing with messages, we felt an

energizing power.

2023 ARG EFREEERERE BEARME TAAMEIT]

La Vie 2023 RERIE ] - FERIEREBER
(La Vie KE1EH)
La Vie 2023 Creative Awards (Image courtesy of La Vie)

2021 FRBEAZREMN (Kick#01 - BHHED Fm
=IRIZER)

Kick#01 - Electromagnet at Shih Chien University,
2021 (Photo by Huang Wei-Cheng / &i212)

2023 R EHRAREG (S MR RAGRM)
Receiving the award at 2023 Golden Pin Design
Award. (Image courtesy of Golden Pin Design Award)
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At the end of 2023, “Visible Shop” was awarded by Taipei Design Award, Golden Pin
Design Award and La Vie 2023 Creative Awards. It was a journey of collaboration, especially
with the Graduate Institute of Architecture of NYCU and Shih Chien University’s College
of Design. In addition, Tseng Shi-Kai ( & EE g ), Assistant Professor in the Department of
Industrial Design, had previously taken part in the London Design Biennale and gave us
advice and encouraged us along the way. In the future, we hope to continue expressing the

value of Taiwan and explore more possibilities through design and creativity.

EEERS (RARTEFRAGRM)

Taiwan Pavilion (Photo by London Design Biennale)

2023 R S ERESWBERIVIE
(RHRFAEFRAGIRM)
Taiwan was awarded Best Design Medal at 2023
London Design Biennale. (Photo by London Design
Biennale)
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