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S BEIER Backlash

Hsu Yu's award-winning design, Backlash
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2023 FEMfES 4R | Z=E{E / Amis: Warrior’s Prayer

2023 Gold Winner in Accessories: Lee Chih-Chia /Amis: Warrior’s Prayer
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DFD Student Becomes Taiwan’s Overall
Winner for Third Time in a Row at RLSD
International Student Design Competition

The Real Leather. Stay Different. (RLSD) International Student Design Competition,
conceived by the Leather & Hide Council of America (L&HCA), consists of a series of events
launched on a global scale with leather tanning associations around the world to search for
the next star in the realm of fashion design. There are four categories in the competition,
including apparel, accessories, footwear and design. Since 2021, when the Department of
Fashion Design (DFD) students first participated in the contest, DFD students have won
a total of six gold awards, five silver awards, five bronze awards and seven outstanding
awards. For three years in a row from 2022 to 2024, DFD students won the Overall Winner
in the Taiwan version of the competition and represented Taiwan when participating in the
London Fashion Week and Milan Fashion Week.




Promoting education for leather design

Since starting teaching in 2013, |
have combined my industry experience in
Taiwan and Japan with personal expertise
in leather and bag design in the elective
courses | have taught in the DFD. From
hand-sewing techniques to pushing for
the set-up of professional leather crafting
classrooms, | ensure students become
familiar with the medium as they explore
the possibility of leather. Meanwhile, to
ensure what the students learn aligns with
the industry, | have also organized industry
visits and courses taught by industry
professionals, with the aim of helping
students learn more in depth about leather
processing and application techniques. In
the courses, students learned that leather
can be a by-product of husbandry and its

importance in sustainable development.

SRIEER I 2024 SRBIRIGMBFRIER

HRARFRERFAE RRAEH =_FELRETE

They were encouraged to contribute to a

sustainable future through their design.

Over the years, these efforts have
aroused students’ interests as they
become familiar with leather and
demonstrate more diverse possibilities in
their design. Through linking the courses
and the industry, | make sure students not
only become skillful but understand the
social and environmental implications of
the fabric, creating a solid foundation for
them to become apparel and accessory

designers in the future.

Learning beyond the classroom

By taking part in the RLSD Inter-
national Student Design Competition,
students have shown huge progress in both

their academic and practical work. Every

Chang Chi-Yin explaining her design at the 2024 final competition.
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2022 BHEE & RREMAEEEE | FETFf® / The Sight
2022 Overall Winner & Gold Winner in Apparel:
Lu Yu-Lun /The Sight

BEFmARZE2MERFFER
Lu Yu-Lun represented Taiwan when attending
the London Fashion Week.

year, students participating in the contest
work on their projects during the summer
and continue to adjust each detail, all
the way from drafting, making samples
to completing their designs. For the final
competition, they are required to prepare

a presentation and practice elaborating on

their idea. This process trains their verbal
communication skills and enhances their

confidence and professional skills.

What’s worth noting is that The Place
Taipei was kind enough to provide the
venue for the final competition. Students
displayed their work, gave presentations
and answered questions raised by the
judging panel at the hotel. The interaction
and practice were precious experiences
for the students. | also contacted the
organizer and suggested holding several
information sessions. The companies in the
leather industry in Taiwan also provided
leather samples to help students learn
more about the fabric. Events like this are
the success stories of how the industry
and universities join hands to nurture
young designers. Students are encouraged
to unlock their potential as learning is
extended beyond the classroom to include

the industry and society.

DFD won gold awards in two categories at
RLSD Taiwan Student Design Competition
in 2023 and 2024

The RLSD Taiwan Student Design
Competition offered a perfect opportunity
for the DFD to showcase the results of its
teaching. In addition to apparel design,
the department has designed its courses
in a way that helps students apply what
they have learned in other areas of design.
Starting from 2023, senior students began
taking part in bag design and fashion
design competitions. The department
also began to incorporate competition

participation into sophomore and junior



year courses. Faculty members work
together to strenghen students’ knowledge

and application skills with leather.

The second- and third-year students
gave briliant performances in the com-
petitions they took part in for the first
time, garnering several silver and bronze
awards, which demonstrated their potential
and creativity. In 2023, the students in the
elective bag design course won the gold,

silver and bronze awards.

In 2023 and 2024, DFD students won
the gold awards in two categories for two

consecutive years. In 2023, Kang Pei-

2023 BEE & REVESISERBEARZESINK
HRFRiE
2023 Overall Winner & Gold Winner in Apparel
Kang Pei-Yan represented Taiwan when
attending the Milan Fashion Week.

2023 AR EABRFAABLATRIGMESR > 15
BEEMAETERM « PR NERD ©
Group photo with supervisors Masa Tung and
Kuo Meng-Fan at 2023 RLSD Taiwan Student
Design Competition

HRARFRERFAE RRAEH =_FELRETE

Yan ( EE1Z Z ) became the Overall Winner
and gold winner in apparel for his work
“Gestation”. Lee Chih-Chia’s (£ 8 F)
“Amis: Warrior’s Prayer” received the gold
award in accessories. In 2024, Hsu Yu ( &
£ ) became the Overall Winner and gold
winner in footwear with “Backlash” Chang
Chi-Yin (3R ¥ E& ) won the gold award in

accessories with her work “Fluidity”.

These awards are definitely a recog-
nition of the ability of our students. They
also demonstrate the quality education
provided by the DFD that balances theory,

practice and innovation.



2024 HRBRRKTEGRIFS

2024 final competition and the judging panel

2023 T E & AREMEEEE | BIBE / Gestation
2023 Overall Winner & Gold Winner in Apparel:
Kang Pei-Yan / Gestation

Six gold winners

DFD has won six gold awards since its
students started taking part in the RLSD

Taiwan Student Design Competition:

* 2024 Overall Winner & Gold Winner in

Footwear: Hsu Yu / Backlash

* 2024 Gold Winner in Accessories:
Chang Chi-Yin / Fluidity

* 2023 Overall Winner & Gold Winner in
Apparel: Kang Pei-Yan / Gestation

* 2023 Gold Winner in Accessories:

Lee Chih-Chia / Amis: Warrior’s Prayer

*« 2022 Overall Winner & Gold Winner in
Apparel: Lu Yu-Lun ( FEF{# ) / The Sight

* 2021 Gold Winner in Apparel:
Lai Tsui-Yu ( #8215 ) / Riot Grrrl’s New Era

In addition, DFD students have won
five silver awards, five bronze awards and
seven outstanding awards from the event,
demonstrating their extraordinary creativity
and skills.



Overall Winner for three years in a row

In the RLSD Taiwan Student Design
Competition, after the gold winner of each
category is announced, the judging panel
will select the Overall Winner, the best of
the best among all the works. Receiving
the highest honor at the contest, the
overall winner has the chance to represent
Taiwan and attend the London Fashion
Week or the Milan Fashion Week.

Apart from the big prize money,
the overall winner gets to broaden their
horizons and present their work on the
global stage. The 2024 Overall Winner Hsu
Yu impressed the judging panel with the
work “Backlash” in the footwear category.
All of the collection presented at the final
competition were new creations and won

unanimous support from the judging panel.

2024 AT E GRS
Judging at the 2024 final competition

This is solid proof that when students
devote themselves fully to what they are
passionate about, they’ll find an area

where they can unlock their full potential.
Looking forward

The RLSD International Student Design
Competition will have its 6th edition in
2025, and the event will see participants
from eight countries and regions, including
Africa, China, Taiwan, India, Thailand,
Vietnam, Brazil and Colombia. The DFD
will continue to encourage our students
and faculty members to work hard so our
students will continue to excel in future
competitions, showcase their design ability
and creativity, and make Taiwan known on

the global stage. @



