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Following a series of planning and training, the program finally took place on July 4, 2022. With the encouragement of high-level officials
from the university; we are confident that students’ Chinese language skills will significantly improve during the program.
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Thamks to the hard work of the instructors, the students quickly became more

relaxed. They had such a fun time during the class, which helped them become

more motivated to learn.
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In addition to teaching the language, the instructors also introduced Taiwanese culture
and helped students learn more about Taiwan.
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The first week of the cultural learning class showed students famous tourist destinations in
Taiwan. In this photo, the instructor was introducing Taipei Children’s Amusement Park.
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Classroom C

In the second week of the cultural learning class, the instructor used a personal seal to

introduce the structure and stories behind Chinese characters. Students also made their own

personal seals during the class.

Learning Chinese has become increasingly
popular globally. Over the past decade, the
Mandarin Chinese learning market has grown
by an average of 20 percent annually in South
Korea. Each year, about 110,000 people take
the HSK, or the Chinese Proficiency Test.
The percentage of high school students
taking Chinese courses has more than
quadrupled from 8.8 percent in 2000 to
36.8 percent in 2012. In 2019, South Korea's
Ministry of Education decided to reintroduce
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the learning of Chinese characters for fifth and
sixth graders. Previously, South Korea had
stopped teaching Chinese characters for nearly
half a century. A 2006 figure shows that 131
universities and 75 vocational schools have
set up departments for learning Mandarin
Chinese. In South Korean high schools,
Chinese has become the second most popular
language to learn. The similarity between the
languages of Korean and Chinese, as well as the
cultures have allowed Koreans to go through a
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significantly different Chinese learning journey

compared to those from Western countries.

In early 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic made
it difficult for overseas students to visit Taiwan.
In January 2022, with the assistance of the Taipei
Mission in South Korea, Shih Chien University
entered into a sister university agreement with

South Korea’'s Dongduk Women's University
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(DWU) and organized a three-week online
Chinese learning program for the students of
our new partnering university. The course was
well received and the students participating
in the program said they looked forward to
learning Chinese or studying at graduate
schools in Taiwan. The same online Chinese
learning program was hosted again this
summetr.
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The topic of the third week was blue-and-white porcelain and the differences between Korean and Chinese food.
Students used a paper plate to draw the blue-and-white porcelain pattern.

 ERILERBATE ~ EPMBXIEER > BT 2RNEFEFEMB

22



Considering the time differ-
ence and that some students
might be working part-time or
need to go to cram schools,
our Chinese Language Center
arranged most classes in the
morning slot. A day usually
starts at 08:00 am with two
hours of basic Chinese. Students
are divided into groups of three
to four people, according to
their language level, for a variety
of practice in listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Next, a
two-hour conversation session
gave students more authentic
scenarios to practice their language
skills as if they were in Taiwan.
Lastly, the program also offers
lunch break exchange, with
cultural learning and experience
sharing by Koreans working
in Taiwan. More details are as
follows:
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1. Video chat over lunch break

Students are invited to a video chat with teaching assistants during
the lunch break. By sharing their daily lives in Chinese, students might
feel less stressful about online learning and make friends with Taiwanese
people.

. Cultural learning

With the transition from the physical course to an online class, the
cultural learning session was adjusted to “Learning about Taiwan”,
which focuses on introducing our culture and history. Activities include
making a simple personal seal made with a rubber stamp and creating
a unique blue-and-white porcelain pattern by painting on a plate.

. Experience shared by Koreans working in Taiwan

The event marks a unique feature of the program. Taiwanese alumni
from the Chinese learning program, and Taiwanese teachers living in
South Korea were invited to share their experiences about learning
Mandarin Chinese in Taiwan, exploring delicious food and the local
natural environment. After the session, students became more
motivated to learn and understand better the competitive edge of

learning the language.
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Every week, Koreans that had previously lived in Taiwan shared their lives here. Many of them had
previously studied at the Chinese Language Center.
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At the closing ceremony, Cheng Cheng-
Kai (ZB1IE )l ) , head of the education division
of Taipei Mission in South Korea and Professor
Kim (%% ) from DWU both addressed
to encourage the students. Each class also
demonstrated what they had learned during
the three-week program. Some introduced
Korean food, some talked about popular tourist
destinations in South Korea, and one class
dubbed a popular Taiwanese TV program. Many
of them expressed the wish to come to Taiwan
soon to learn Chinese, practice their language
skills and enjoy Taiwanese snacks.

The 2022 Summer Language Program was
wrapped up with a video and an online group
photo. Hopefully, we can all meet again next
time in a physical classroom.
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Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, students were invited to
chat online during lunch break about topics they were interested in,
including food, pop music, tourist destinations or other things they
are curious about in Taiwan.
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In the second week, instructors teaching Mandarin Chinese in South Korea shared the cultural and food differences
between the two countries and helped students learn about different aspects of Taiwanese culture.

24



