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Bright and lively colors are used in the shared living room.
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The refurbished dorm beds include more private
spaces.
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The simpler and brighter new bathrooms offer
more comfortable spaces.
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LIVING-CROSS Student Accommodation
at Kaohsiung Campus: A New Space for
Holistic Education

Student Dormitory Improvement Initiative: From a living space to holistic education

In recent years, holistic education and cross-disciplinary exchange have had increasing
importance in the field of higher education. Student dormitories are no longer just a
place to accommodate students, but a vital space to build character, boost creativity and
encourage social interactions. In October 2019, the Ministry of Education (MOE) launched
the Student Dormitory Improvement Initiative. The Kaohsiung Campus of Shih Chien
University has participated in the program to renovate Dormitory Building H, as part of its

effort to promote holistic education.




LIVING-CROSS: Origin and vision of the
program

Dormitory Building H on Kaohsiung
Campus was built in September 1998. After
more than two decades, the entire building
was faced with challenges such as outdated
infrastructure, water leakage, damp
and mold. There were constant student
complaints about these problems. With
the support of the Board of Trustees and
President Ting Pin-Shou ( T¥® & ), a LIVING-
CROSS program was launched at Kaohsiung
Campus in June 2021. The goal of the
program was to improve dormitory facilities
and living quality, while incorporating
innovative design of the space and systems
to create a living and learning community
that encourages student exchange, self-

directed learning and collaboration.
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The redesigh of the car-free ares

How “LIVING-CROSS” was named:
“LIVING” represents the basic function
of the space, while “CROSS” stands for
the exchange and interaction between
students from different fields, cultures

and departments. The program not only

The newly designed laundry drying area is both practical and innovative in its design.
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improves the infrastructure and facilities
but aims to bring about a profound
transformation to the lives and atmosphere
in the student accommodation and on

campus.

Share and exchange: Ideas proposed by

the design team

Su Pei-Ching ( & & B ) and Jen Hsin-
Ying (£ & &), alumni of the Department
of Architecture, were invited to take
part in the program. Through their
observation of the immense campus
space and how the buildings were
situated, these two designers had chosen
“share” and “exchange/creativity” as
the core values for the planning of the
student accommodation. In addition to

the common spaces of the dormitory,

the designers also planned to make the
campus the most natural space for student
interaction and maximize the benefits of a

shared space for learning.

With the guidance of Wang Chun-
Hsiung ( £{&£1%# ), Chair of the Department
of Architecture, and Associate Professor
Hsiao Yu-Chih ( # & & ), the program has
incorporated the design styles that the
university is proud of. The core concept
was to combine students’ living spaces
by connecting Dormitory Building B and
Building H as well as the cafeteria in
Building K. In addition, the public spaces
on the ground floor were integrated.
Pavement design and multicolored paving
were used as guidance paths, while street
furniture creates specific spaces. Walking

areas on campus are enhanced to replace

m BEREREZIUEEEREIE  IBETEEZHNESTN
The courtyard of the student accommodation can be used for a variety of activities and performance to

encourage more interactions and exchanges between students.
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more fragmented spaces divided by
roadways. For the interior renovation, the
goal was to increase the use of common
areas for exchange and interaction. It was
hoped that the new shared spaces would
become places where students relax,

exchange and interact with each other.

Recognition by the Ministry of Education:

Adding momentum to the program

Submitted to the MOE on January 28,
2022, the program provided a detailed
analysis of the existing space planning
and pain points and proposed a series of
concrete and forward-looking improvement
solutions. The proposal included the
introduction of a co-living and co-learning
space, salon, open plan kitchen, creative

workshop and so on. The space encourages
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A long-range view of the courtyard

students of different backgrounds to
interact, learn from each other, and build

friendships as they learn.



REBRMEEEE L TAEEEIRZER -
The lounge creates more diversified activity and
exchange spaces for students.

Following multiple rounds of review
and resubmission with supporting
documentation required by the MOE,
the program was finally approved by the
MOE and granted NT$44.79 million on June
14, 2022.

Challenges: A successful refurbishment

work

The total refurbishment budget for
Dormitory Building H stood at NT$94.36
million for the renovation of 54 units
with 630 beds. During the construction,
the team was faced with the daunting
challenges of the pandemic, labor and
material shortages and the rising costs of
building materials. Despite these hurdles,
the team had numerous discussions and
adjustments and eventually overcame
the difficulties to complete the tender
process. In September 2024, the entire
construction of the program was
completed within the budget, at a total
expense of NT$104.02 million.

FIREZSEESNEER » BRECREERE -
The laundry room becomes a multi-functional
common room to maximize the usage of the space.

Each unit has three bedrooms, a living
room and a bathroom. Each bedroom is
furnished with four individual beds. The
accommodation provides privacy for each
student while offering a common area for

roommates to hang out together.

Following the refurbishment, the
results has been remarkable. Previously,
the percentage of occupied student
accommodation in Building H was
73% (486 students) in 2022. After the
refurbishment, the percentage rose to
84% (528 students) in 2023. Many spaces
around the accommodation have been
designed in a way to encourage students
to spend more time together. Moreover,
these areas have also become spaces for
activities and performances, successfully
improving and diversifying the functions of

the dormitory spaces.
A classic example: Exerting influence

In December 2024, the Kaohsiung

Campus applied for the second phase
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An ordering area and working spaces have been
included to improve service efficiency and
environmental comfortability.

subsidy from the MOE. On March 20,
2025, an MOE team visited the Kaohsiung
Campus to review the program and was
positive about how the program has been
executed. On June 16, 2025, at a national
university and college management
conference held at Fu Jen Catholic
University, Lee Kun-Chin (ZEif ), Director
of Kaohsiung Campus, was invited to

share the experience of the dormitory

REHEERN AR BE
Lounge opening ceremony

ERM—eRERMEY > §ERBZTERH -
A unified tone and soft lights are used to create a

cozy atmosphere.

refurbishment program. It was not only
an honor for the university but a proof
that the achievement of the program was
recognized by the MOE. The refurbish-
ment is a successful and innovative
student-oriented educational experiment.
With such an excellent case study to
share with other universities, Shih Chien
University is exerting more influence in

higher education. @



