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“Focus on one thing in your life and you’re bound to become successful.”－ Pun Dai-Lee

Taiwan’s first-generation fashion designer Pun Dai-Lee ( ) passed away on April 30, 2022, at the age 
of 72. Having worked in the fashion industry for more than four decades, Pun was known for her innovative 
spirit, which inspired many fashion designers. Culture Minister Lee Yung-Te ( ) had sent his regards to 
commemorate this iconic pioneer in Taiwan’s fashion industry. At a ceremony at the 2022 Taipei Fashion Week 
SS23 on October 14, 2022, the Ministry 
of Culture gave Pun a commendation 
for her outstanding life-long contribution 
to the fashion industry.

The mastermind behind Shih Chien’s 
graduate fashion show

In 1961, Shih Chien University 
set up Taiwan’s first Department of 
Fashion Design. Many of its alumni 
have had remarkable careers in the 
fashion industry. The department 
continues to strive its best to nurture 
all-round talent for Taiwan’s fashion 
industry.

The popular graduate fashion 
show has become a tradit ion of 
the Department of Fashion Design. 
When asked about how the event 
came about, a senior professor said 
Pun Dai-Lee was the mastermind 
behind the legendary tradition. As a 
freshman, she said to the president 
of the university, “Give me seven 
m i n u t e s  a n d  l e t  u s  o r g a n i ze  a 
show.” According to Ting Pin-Shou 

Department of Fashion Design Alumnus Pun Dai-
Lee Received Culture Ministry Commendation
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( ), President of Shih Chien University, it was said that Pun fearlessly said to the president at 
the time, “You should give us a graduate fashion show!” Since then, the show has become an annual 
tradition without fail. In 1975, the first show took place at National Taiwan Museum, and the event was 
headlined “Life News”, a major newspaper at the time. The first show set excellent examples, including 
venue selection, the framework of staff, communication with other faculty and student involvement. 
After graduating from the university, Pun was often invited back to give advice to and encourage the 
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students. She was once selected as the 
head of the alumni association of the 
Department of Fashion Design to help 
consolidate resources and find internship 
opportunities.

Taiwan’ first-generation fashion designer

Born in 1950, Pun graduated from 
Shih Chien’s Department of Fashion 
Design. She established her brand “Pun 
Dai Lee” in 1978 and founded DUMU 
Enterprise Co., Ltd. in 1979. In 2001, Pun 
served as the Executive Director of Taiwan 
Weaving Fabric Designers Association 
and led emerging designers many times 
in participating in fashion shows at home 
and abroad.

Pun’s entire career was the epitome 
of Taiwan’s fashion history. She first 
started her career by selling her own 
designer products at specialty stores. In 
1990, her designs could be purchased 
at  Sunr ise  Department Store,  one 
of the most popular stores for great 
designs. Later, she had her show at the 
Paris Fashion Week. Step by step, Pun 
worked hard to become one of the first 
Taiwanese designers to participate in major 
international fashion weeks, opening the 
door to more exchanges between local 
designers and the global fashion industry.

An artistic heroine

Pun was known for her exquisite, 
beaded gowns. She was open-minded and 
loved new challenges. As a child, she used 
to go to see traditional Chinese opera 
with her grandmother and developed a 
sense of aesthetics for classic beauty and 
Chinese culture. The exquisite, splendid 
court attire helped her develop a unique 
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taste for beauty and became the inspiration of 
her later designs. She created an innovative and 
exquisite sculptural style for bead embroidery. 
Her methods of pattern making and draping 
also inspired many designers. For more than 
four decades of her career, Pun continued to 
create innovative designs and was always open 
to new ideas. She worked hard to contribute to 
Taiwan’s design education and became an iconic 
fashion designer in Taiwan. She will always 
be remembered for being a pioneer and her 
devotion to nurturing new talent.

On July 21, 2022, a commemoration for Pun 
was held at Shih Chien University. Professionals 
in the industry and designers who she helped 
all attended the event. The guests included Vice 
Minister of Culture Lee Lien-Chuan ( ), 
Egret Foundation Honorary Chairperson Chen 
Yu-Xiu ( ), Shih Chien University President

Ting Pin-Shou, Eelin Entertainment Deputy 
Chairperson Teresa Chen ( ),  Eelin 
Entertainment’s former Vice President Wang 
Ying-Hua ( ), fashion designer Hsu Yen-
Line ( ), photographer Célestin Ma 
( ) and makeup artist Ricky Liu ( ), 
to name just a few. In his remark, Lee Lien-Chuan 
said, “In her whole life, Ms. Pun embodied the 
spirit required for working in Taiwan’s fashion 
industry － the courage to be a pioneer, unity, 
selflessness, and entrepreneurship. These 
were her great contribution to Taiwan’s fashion 
industry.”

In an “ET FASHION” interview in 2018, 
Pun said she would never retire, even if people 
hated her for staying around because she would 
“grow older but never grow old.” Her passion 
for fashion remained the same throughout her 
career.
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University Social Responsibility: Shih Chien 
University Joins Hands with Tobii to Develop 
Smart Glasses for ALS Patients

A comment by an ALS (amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis) patient has fortuitously led to a wonderful 
collaboration. On September 29, 2022, Shih Chien 
University signed a memorandum of understanding 
with Tobii, a Swedish company that develops and 
sells products in eye-tracking, on a university social 
responsibility (USR) program that aims to launch well-
designed products for ALS patients. Tobii, the global 
leader in eye-tracking products, will support Shih 
Chien’s design team to develop and commercialize the 
design of smart glasses. The program is a demonstration

of Shih Chien’s dedication to USR and its aim to 
support ALS patients. The President of Taiwan Motor 
Neuron Disease Association Shen Hsin-Hui ( ), 
Executive Director of Taiwan Speech-Language-
Hearing Association Hsiao Li-Chun ( ), and 
Associate Professor Chiang Chen-Yu ( ) in the 
Department of Communication Engineering at National 
Taipei University are some of the guests attending the 
ceremony to witness this fantastic cross-disciplinary 
collaboration between industry and academia.
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At the ceremony, the President of Shih 
Chien University Ting Pin-Shou ( ) said the 
university has been devoted to offering practical 
subjects since its establishment. In recent years, 
its College of Design has been ranked as one of 
the world’s top 30 design schools. This time, Shih 
Chien’s design team is leveraging the power of 
design and new technology to develop a smart 
communication device for ALS patients. It has 
also become an important collaboration that 
demonstrates Shih Chien’s devotion to USR. Tobii 
General Manager Tipu Sultan ( ) said the 
company is happy to fulfill its corporate social 
responsibility by supporting Shih Chien’s design 
team to develop smart glasses for ALS patients 
and to commercialize the design.
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In early September this year, at the 25th 
anniversary digital art exhibition organized by Taiwan 
Motor Neuron Disease Association, Professor Lu 
Chen-Hui ( ) and her team proposed the 
concept of smart glasses for ALS patients. The idea 
was well received and many patients contacted the 
team about how they could purchase the product. 
President of the association Shen Hsin-Hui said there 
had been many brilliant collaborations between 
the industry and academia but none of them were 
successfully turned into products for ALS patients. 
Having learned about the fate of previous inventions, 
Shih Chien’s design team are devoted to making their 
design commercially viable.

The team decided to challenge what was seen an 
impossible mission and approached Tobii for a chance 
to collaborate on the project. A listed Swedish company, 
Tobii is a global leader in eye-tracking technology

and its clients include many of the big virtual reality 
companies around the world. Large Taiwanese 
companies, including Foxconn Technology Group and 
Quanta Computer, have also contacted Tobii to use its 
technology in their products.

Professor Lu pointed out that, in a bid to connect 
academic learning with industry, her team has worked 
closely with Tobii for more than six years. Eve Chen 
( ), manager at Tobii, has helped students 
discover different design research topics on eye-
tracking technology and provides know-how and 
data analysis so students can more quickly see the 
application of the technology. Shih Chien’s Department 
of Industrial Design is the only such department in 
Taiwan that provides eye-tracking equipment in the 
classroom. Tobii plans to organize workshops for 
students to demonstrate their design results. The 
purpose of the workshops is to provide feedback from 
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the perspective of the industry and increase students’ 
competitive edge in the job market.

In early September, Professor Lu’s research team 
organized the 25th anniversary digital art exhibition 
with Taiwan Motor Neuron Disease Association 
at Bopiliao Historic Block. From September 27 to 
October 1, 2022, Professor Lu and her reserach team 
organized another exhibition on ALS technology at 
Shih Chien University. The purpose of the exhibition 
was to propose design solutions that leverage smart 
technology to help ALS patients communicate based 
on mature technology and research.

Professor Lu’s research team has designed three 
different series using assistive technology. First, the 
smart glasses: the smart glasses use eye-tracking 
technology to help ALS patients more easily have 
face-to-face communication and experience the 
warmth and joy of real-life interaction. Second, the 
"I think, therefore I am" (COGITO) BCI smart assistive 
device: by implanting a chip into a blood vessel with 

the techonology to read the emotions and thoughts 
of patients, the device connects the results to a 
display, allowing patients to express their emotions 
and thoughts. Third, the voice and expression 
generator system: a system to preserve the voices 
and expressions of patients with an early diagnosis. 
With support and guidance, ALS patients can have 
their voices and facial expressions recorded in an 
interactive scenario. AI voice learning and IR face 
recognition technologies are then used to reproduce 
voices and expressions for later use. The concepts of 
these designs are the results of close discussion by 
team members Hsu Man-Ko ( ), Chen Chih-
Wei ( ) and Su Hsi ( ) with the families 
of ALS patients, with an aim to develop designs that 
meet the communication needs of patients. The ALS 
technology design exhibition received wide media 
coverage and many companies have approached the 
team for more information. The team hopes to make 
the designs commercially viable in the future, so ALS 
patients will enjoy better life quality with the support 
of assistive technology.
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Continuing Education Center at Kaohsiung  
Campus Awarded TTQS Gold Medal

Shih Chien University’s Continuing Education 
Center at Kaohsiung Campus was established when 
Kaohsiung Campus began recruiting students in 1995. 
The center has since organized many training sessions 
and courses for local residents in the nine districts in 
the eastern part of Kaohsiung. In 2007, the office of 
the Continuing Education Center was relocated to the 
city center of Kaohsiung, with an aim to offer diverse 
courses to the public. Since the founding of Shih Chien 
University, its Founder Shieh Tung-Min ( ) had 
proposed the idea of “teaching what the students want 
to learn” as a principle of organizing training courses. 

For nearly three decades, the Continuing 
Education Center has worked in l ine with the 
university to strive to be better and follows the 
guideline of “Always prepare well  ahead and 
outperform competitors”, a philosophy proposed by 
the current Chairman Shieh Mung-Shiung ( ). In 
a fiercely competitive age, we aim to offer unique yet 
affordable training courses that meet the demand of 
the market, while we continuously strive to enhance 
the quality of our teaching staff and facilities. 

In 2007, I began working at the Continuing 
Education Center of Shih Chien University and was 
responsible for government grant projects, design 
courses and overseas programs. The workload was 
overwhelming, but the experience prepared me well 
for future challenges. After working at the Continuing  
Education Center for a few years, I was transferred to 
the Secretariat for entirely new tasks. At that time, my 
aim was to become familiarized with all aspects of the 
new job in the shortest time possible. Having worked 
at the Secretariat for several years, now I have a 
more in-depth understanding of university resources, 
departments and each of their unique features.

When the COVID-19 pandemic broke out in 
2020, all industries were impacted and faced massive 
challenges. Top management of the university realized 
that our continuing education had to change its 
internal management system to tackle the challenges. 
At the time, my supervisor asked me to take on 
additional responsibilities at the Continuing Education 
Center. In August 2020, I began working both for the 
Secretariat and the Continuing Education Center. After 
I joined the team at the Continuing Education Center, I   
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realized while courses such as fashion design and 
interior design remained a major focus, sketches 
and other courses have lost their competitiveness 
in the market. Moreover, the pandemic has had 
massive impact on traditional classes in physical 
classrooms. I decided to adjust the direction of the 
center’s operation and conducted an analysis on 
internal and external factors. In September 2020, as 
part of the effort to participate in the Talent Quality-
Management System (TTQS) assessment organized by 
the Workforce Development Agency of the Ministry of 
Labor, the Continuing Education Center adjusted the
direction of its operation and started preparing 
assessment documents. It followed the 19 indicators 
given by the Workforce Development Agency to 
produce and set up the brochures, forms and 
requirements. That same year, the Continuing 
Education Center was awarded the silver medal for 
the TTQS assessment, the best result it has ever 
received. Previously, the center had only been given 
a “pass” or a bronze medal. 

To ensure the reliability and accuracy of the 
training process, the Workforce Development Agency 
regularly conducts the TTQS assessment, which is 
conducted once every two years. For this year's TTQS 
assessment, externally, the Continuing Education 
Center has demonstrated how it grabbed the external 
opportunities and coped with external threats 
during the pandemic. As to internal operations, the  

center showed how it leveraged current advantages 
and turned its drawbacks into strong points. For its 
training system, the center demonstrated systemized 
documentation and results based on an adjusted 
operation direction and framework. Over the two years 
following the outbreak of the pandemic, all traditional 
classess faced great challenges. In May 2021, when a 
level 3 pandemic alert was issued, all traditional classes 
were paused. Both the relocation of the office due to 
a lease agreement in July 2021 and the worsening of 
the pandemic in May 2022 created huge external and 
internal challenges. However, despite these challenges, 
our team stayed calm, working closely and creatively 
to transform the crisis into opportunities. For two 
consecutive years, the center saw an over 50 percent 
growth in its profits. We successfully demonstrated the 
effectiveness of the training system and the growth 
and progress of our team.

On September 20, 2022, we were awarded the 
gold medal for the assessment. Shih Chien University’s 
Taipei and Kaohsiung Campuses were assessed by the 
Workforce Development Agency’s Taipei-Keelung-
Yilan-Hualien-Kinmen-Matsu Regional Branch and 
Kaohsiung-Pintong-Penhu-Taitung Regional Branch, 
respectively. According to data.gov.tw (retrieved on 
September 23, 2022), our Continuing Education Center 
at Kaohsiung Campus was the only school or university 
to be awarded the gold medal. The award not only 
enhances the reputation of the university, but it also 
encourages our staff to work harder to design better 
training programs.

Lastly, in addition to establishing a system, 
teamwork has been another critical part of our efforts. 
We are grateful for the support of the Continuing 
Education Center at Taipei Campus as well as various 
departments at Kaohsiung Campus. We would also like 
to express our gratitude towards our colleagues Wu 
Hsin-Ying ( ) and Liu Li-Jung ( ) at the 
Continuing Education Center.
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University Social Responsibility: A Performing 
Arts Class for High School Students

In the 21st century, more higher education providers worldwide are stressing the importance of their 
social responsibility. It has become a critical part of university policies to encourage its faculty and students to 
contribute to society with their professional expertise. Many universities are striving to play their part and give 
back to  society.

From my observation, since the launch of the 12-Year Basic Education Curriculum in 2019, the design and 
execution of performing arts courses have posed a major challenge at high schools nationwide. High school 
students who have never had the opportunity to enjoy a live performance learn everything in the classroom and 
from their own imagination. There is no wonder that many of them find it difficult to understand the core value of 
the performing arts. Understandably, high school teachers find it challenging to provide well-designed performing 
arts courses.

With that in mind, I have designed a stage performance for high school students, a feast for the eyes and ears, 
at National Taichung Theater in the central part of the island. It was a chance for the students to enjoy a marvelous 
performance at a national level venue. A lively introduction was included to help students understand the value 
and essence of the performance. Hopefully, through the experience of a live performance, students would become 
more interested in the field of performing arts.

2. 

1. 

1 2
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Based on the performing arts introduced in high school textbooks, we wrote a script according to the 
content of those textbooks and divided it into ten parts, including basic etiquette at the venue, event format, 
lighting, new media applications, introduction of opera house architecture and styles, stage mechanics, IP 4D 
virtual reality and physical theater. With the outline of the plan in place, we discussed with the two conductors 
from the Department of Music the selection of the pieces and decided how the performers, lines and actions 
can go with the music. The President of Shih Chien University Ting Pin-Shou ( ) also gave his debut 
performance. Standing on a national level performance venue, he interacted and had a dialogue with his 17-year-
old self-portrayal projected onto the stage.

As to stage visual design, we have had the honor to work with Datavinci Yang ( ), assistant 
professor in the Department of Communications Design. Previously, Assistant Professor Yang has worked with 
the Department of Music on a number of industry-academia collaborations. We decided it was the perfect 
opportunity to release two collaborations of our two departments. The first project, “Here Comes the Fish”, was 

an IP 4D animated short film 
on the environment. The other 
animated film, “Cat Picks Up the 
Girl”, was created by our graduate 
Wu Yuan-Chiu ( ). The 
music used in “Here Comes the Fish” 
was composed by our graduate Tsai 
Ping-Fang ( ). A concert 
band was invited to perform the 
piece based on the plot of the 
animated film. “Cat Picks Up the 
Girl” was an inspiring and feel-
good film. Instead of previously 
recorded sounds, Bach’s pieces 
were eventually used as the 
background music and played 
by a concert band. Moreover, 
we hired illustrators to create 
projected stage backdrops, which 
created stunning visual effects.
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Following six months’ planning and preparation, 
the performance successfully included a wide range of 
elements: the software and hardware of performing 
arts, the experience of enjoying a live performance, 
learning about different performance venues, music 
and 4D animation, lighting and atmosphere design, 
stage mechanics, orchestra and concert band, opera 
as well as dance performance delivered by students in 
the Department of Music. There were so many details 
interrelating with one another. It took the effort of 
the entire team, both those performing on stage and 
others working behind the scenes, to work closely 
together. No mistakes were allowed. After much 

practice and countless rehearsals, we successfully 
delivered a perfect performance which was the most 
complicated one in the history of our department. All 
the faculty members and students were fully dedicated 
to the project. They spared no effort to achieve the 
best performance with perseverance and hard work 
throughout the project. Their determination and self-
demand are the most invaluable and unique qualities 
of people working in the field of performing arts.
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