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NOCTOURNAL UNICORN - The balance between violence and delicacy, retro-style and technology.
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 ROUGH CRAFTS

World Custom Bike Champion, 
Winston Yeh Presents All Black Series
Winston Yeh ( ), alumnus of the Graduate Institute of Industrial Design 

The rise of a world champion despite an unfavorable environment

“Modification” or “customization” is a necessary process as an industry becomes 
mature. This is particularly true in the automotive industry. Many car companies used to 
be car modification companies before becoming luxury car brands. Vehicles modified by 
renowed builders are also seen on the world’s car auction market. They are regarded as 
art works that are much sought after by collectors. While custom bike building has been 
popular overseas, sometimes seen as a representation of personal aesthetics, it remains a 
subculture in Taiwan due to regulations banning such practices and public misunderstanding. 
In such an environment, however, Taiwan has nurtured its world champion of custome bike 
building, Winston Yeh ( ). Having graduated from the Graduate Institute of Industrial 
Design at Shih Chien University, Yeh was selected to participate in an overseas art and 
design nurturing program (product design) by the Ministry of Education. In 2005, he went 

03 BERLIN BARNSTORMER - 
BERLIN BARNSTORMER - The perfect demonstration of the �exibility of the art of custom bike building.
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Exhibition photo

to the U.S. to study product design at the 
ArtCenter College of Design. Previously, Yeh 
worked as a graffiti artist, visual designer, 
packaging and CI designer. He was the 
designer at a noted fashion brand. His 
amazing graffiti art was included in TOOYA, 
a book that introduces remarkable graffiti 
artists in Taiwan. 

In 2010, Yeh established his custom bike 
building studio, Rough Crafts. Since then, 
every work he has presented has been well-
received by major magazines, websites, and 
media outlets around the world. Around 
the end of 2012, Yeh participated in his first 
ever overseas competition, the MOONEYES 
Hot Rod & Custom Show, in Yokohoma, 
Japan. His remarkable work garnered 
several awards, including Hot Bike Magazine 

Pick, Chopper Journal Pick and Guest of 
Honor given by the organizer. In 2013, he 
participated in the AMD World Championship 
of Custom Bike Building in Essen, Germany 
and became the world champion in the 
Modified Harley-Davidson Class. In the next 
few years, Yeh continued to win awards in 
several countries. Some of the world’s top 
motorbike companies, including Yamaha, 
BMW, MV Agusta and Royal Enfield, also 
collaborated with Yeh to launch a series of 
cusom bikes. Meanwhile, his own brand, 
Rough Crafts, began to mass produce spare 
part products, which have been highly 
sought after by consumers both at home 
and abroad. 
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 ROUGH CRAFTS
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APEX ASSAULT - CAFÉ RACER

APEX ASSAULT - Combination of racetrack 
technology and a CAFÉ RACER.

MIGHTY GUERILLA - ROUGH CRAFTS 
MIGHTY GUERILLA - ROUGH CRAFTS hardcore 
philosophy.

OBSIDIAN FIGHTER -
DNA

OBSIDIAN FIGHTER - Unconventional combination of 
American style, motorcycle racing and comfort.

THUNDER CHASER - ROUGH CRAFTS

THUNDER CHASER - ROUGH CRAFTS one decade 
anniversary reflection on style.
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All black series with ultimate craftsmanship

Rough Crafts rarely showcases its 
work in public. However, from July 4 to 25, 
2022, the brand was invited by Shin Kong 
Mitshkoshi to host an exhibition in one of 
the best spots in Kaohsiung’s SKM PARK. For 
the first time, Rough Crafts showcased six 
recent works owned by private collectors. 
All the bikes on display had very different 
styles. It was a rare opportunity for the 
public and enthusiasts to have a closer look 
at the beauty of these modified bikes. 

“Black” is a popular color. However, 
black has many different tones and shades. 
The minute differences create more depth 
and richness for this seemingly monotone 
color. Leveraging more than two decades 
of experience in bike modification, Yeh has 
been able to design more freely and meet 
the needs of those clients who love black. ■
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2019

2022

2022 UCSI 23 70

2022 11 27 12 5 UCSI

REXKL – Unique Arts & Culture Hub 2,000 3,000

01
Exhibition Overview
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Design pedagogy seminar 
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Lecturers gave feedback to presentations.
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Against the backdrop of the southbound 
development project launched by the 
Ministry of Education, Shih Chien University 
and the Taiwan Modern Architecture 
Association jointly rolled out the first 
“Architecture Graduation Forum: Taiwan 
and Southeast Asia” in 2019. The second 
and third forums were hosted by National 
Cheng Kung University and Chung Yuan 
Christian University, respectively. The goal 
of the forum is to encourage exchanges 
between universities in Taiwan and those 

New Vision in Architecture: 
A Graduation Design Forum Jointly 
Hosted by Taiwan and Southeast Asian 
Universities
Wang Chun-Hsiung ( ), Chair of the Department of Architecture

in Southeast Asian countries, creating a 
space where academic staff can discuss 
the pedagogy of architecture and design 
to improve architecture education for 
both sides. The hosts in Taiwan invited 
universities with architecture departments 
in the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand to join the platform. 
Through this platform, students’ graduation 
exhibitions, presentation and architectural 
drawings are used as resources to discuss 
the features and challenges of architecture 

08 -
Visiting the Malaysian Institute of Architects

08
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education in participating countries. The 
exchanges give educators and scholars an 
opportunity to reflect and learn from each 
other. Moreover, cultural and social issues in 
Taiwan and other Southeast Asian countries 
are also discussed, a way to improve 
students’ ability to design and create. 

As the COVID-19 pandemic eased in 
the second half of 2022, the organizers 
decided to stick to the plan to host the 
forum in Southeast Asia for the first time. 
To encourage other universities to host the 
event, the 2022 forum was organized jointly 
by Shih Chien University and UCSI University 
in Malaysia. More than 70 academic staff 
and students from 23 universities over six 
countries were invited. The forum took 
place from November 27 to December 5, 
2022. In addition to hosting the event on the 
campus of UCSI University, the exhibition 
and critique sessions took place at REXKL - 

Unique Arts & Culture Hub in Kuala Lumpur. 
As many as 2,000 to 3,000 people visited 
the event daily. 

Architecture departments from 15 
universities from Southeast Asian countries 
and 8 universities in Taiwan participated in 
the “Architecture Graduation Forum: Taiwan 
and Southeast Asia”. The size of the forum 
was the largest in its history in the field 
of architecture. It has meant even more in 
the post-COVID era as exchanges resume 
again around the world. “New Vernacular 
Grounds” was the theme of the 2022 forum. 
“Vernacular” means domestic and native. 
For nearly two years during the pandemic, 
overseas travel and transport were seriously 
restricted. In such an environment, people 
all over the world, including professionals 
in the area of architecture and urban 
design, shifted their focus to the materials, 
methods and resources available to them. 
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The concept of the compact city and 
local materials and labor have become 
increasingly important. It is critical for us 
to start thinking about how to create local 
life, work and architecture for now and the 
future. At this forum, students’ graduation 
design was used to learn about the features 
and innovative opportunites of different 
places, creating a chance to learn and 
exchange ideas. Major events at the forum 
included :

1.Exhibition: An exhibition of outstanding 
graduation designs from each university. 
A total of 23 works were included. 
Apart from the works of students, some 
professors and professionals who have 
long been paying attention to social issues 
were also invited. The exhibition included 
the perspectives of students, academic 
staff and practitioners as well as local 
observers. The combination is an excellent 

opportunity for further reflection. 

2.Presentation and Critique Sessions: 12 
works were selected from the 23 pieces 
submitted for an oral presentation. 
Academic staff and architects gave 
comments and engaged in conversation 
with the presenters. 

3.Student Roundtable Discussion: A two-
day roundtable discussion was organized. 
Twenty-three groups of students and 
four academic staff participated in the 
discussion. 

4.Design Pedagogy Seminar: A design 
pedagogy seminar was organized, with 
19 academic staff from 19 universities 
and eight representatives from industry 
participating in the event. 

5.Practical Exchanges and Visits: Visits to 
Malaysian Institute of Architects and the 

Opening ceremony
09

09



13

works of world-renowned architect Ng 
Seksan ( ). 

The 15 universities from Southeast 
Asian countries participating in this forum 
included: from Singapore the National 
University of Singapore, Singapore University 
of Technology and Design, the Singapore 
representat ive of Bart lett  School of 
Architecture; from Malaysia the University 
of Malaya, UCSI University and Taylor’s 
University; from Indonesia the University 
of Indonesia, Pelita Harapan University 
and Bandung Institute of Technology; 
from the Philippines the University of the 
Philippines, the University of Santo Tomas 
and the University of San Carlos; from 
Thailand Chulalongkorn University, Chiang 
Mai University and King Mongkut’s University 
of Technology Thonburi. All the above 
universities are renowned in their own 
countries for their architecture departments. 

The eight universities from Taiwan were 
Chung Yuan Christian University, Shih Chien 
University, Tamkang University, Tunghai 
University, Feng Chia University, Ming 
Chuan University, National Cheng Kung 
University and National Taipei University of 
Technology. The architecture departments 
of each of the above universities are known 
for their distinct features.

10

10

Students introducing their works
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their counterparts in Southeast Asia and 
expand their understanding of the cultures, 
aesthet ics ,  and techniques in those 
countries. Therefore, hosting of the event 
“Architecture Graduation Forum: Taiwan and 
Southeast Asia” is more meaningful than 
ever. We hope that through architecture  
and architectural education, the field and 
departments of architecture in Taiwan 
will develop a long-term and profound 
relationship. 

12
-

Visiting the work of architect Ng Seksan ( )
11

Currently, international exhibitions 
of graduation designs are still relatively 
rare in Southeast Asia. However, countries 
worldwide are now paying more attention 
to graduation designs. Global competitions 
in the field of architecture and architectural 
education might have played a part. Pre-
viously, the U.S. was the major hub in the 
development of architectural education. 
This changed in about the 1990s, when this 
development started to thrive in the U.K., 
Japan, Spain and other regions. Each place 
or region also developed its own unique 
features. The exchanges between these 
regions became more frequent. Following 
on in the 21st century, architecture in 
Southeast Asia has gradually grabbed the 
world’s attention. Countries in this region 
also worked hard to improve the quality of 
their own architectural education. Despite 
being in the vicinity of Southeast Asian 
countries, Taiwan mainly focused on the 
development of architectural education 
in the U.S. and Europe prior to the 21st 
century, and were rather ignorant about 
the cultures, architecture and architectural 
education of our neighboring countries in 
Southeast Asia. 

As Southeast  As ian arch itecture 
has gradually become more prominent 
worldwide, Taiwan’s architectural education 
faces new challenges. It has become clear 
that architecture departments in Taiwan 
need to establish closer relationship with 

11 12
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Interaction between Professor Chen Ming-Jou ( ) and students at the A Discussion for Future  showcase.
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Project director and professor of Providence University Chen Ming-Jou  
gave a speech at the opening ceremony of A Discussion for Future .

02
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July 12-13, 2020: A Discussion for Future  project showcase was hosted at  
Shih Chien University s Taipei Campus.
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Project on an Issue-Oriented Approach to 
Narrative Competence Development 
Across Disciplines:�Cross-disciplinary 
Collaboration and Innovative Teaching
Zhang Rui-Gang ( )
Adjunct Associate Professor in the Center of General Education

Innovative courses to promote altruism

To encourage universities to nurture 
cross-discipl inary teaching staff and 
communities, the Ministry of Education 
(MOE) rolled out the Project on an Issue-
Oriented Approach to Narrative Competence 
Development Across Disciplines in 2019. 
The goal is to help schools use strategies, 
including future thinking, cross-disciplinary 
collaboration, practicing and learning 
in the field, to strengthen the ability 

of academic staff in cross-disciplinary 
teaching and develop course modules that 
leverage diverse narrative skills. The project 
encourages universities to form teams 
that are equipped with excellent teaching 
and research skills. The project has two 
subsidy tracks. The A track (whole school 
project) subsidizes projects that set up 
cross-disciplinary course modules based 
on narrative skills across different colleges 

04
A Discussion for Future  team

04
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in the university. Unlike the traditional 
single-field course design and teaching 
methods, the new issue-oriented approach 
encourages students to develop cross-
disciplinary learning skills, altruism and 
narrative skills with professional expertise. 
The goal is to train students to have the 
ability to solve problems in the real world. 
The B track (teaching community project) 
focuses on setting up co-learning, innovation 
and development goals. Cross-disciplinary 
dialogues and teaching experience are 
used to develop courses and modules. 
The research process and results are then 
transformed into a discourse of knowledge. 

Exchange to share quality teaching skills

Shih Chien University was awarded 
the A track subsidy three times in a row in 
2019 (innovative teaching methods), 2020 
(diverse narration) and 2021 (practicing and 
learning in the field). Only two universities 

in the northern part of Taiwan were awarded 
the A track subsidy three times in a row. 
Four centers were established for the 
project — the northern, central, southern 
and southern south centers. Their task is to 
consolidate the core issues and categories 
of the participating universities in the 
region. Each center organizes its teaching 
staff communitiy, assistant community 
and workshops. The aim is to encourage 
exchange and connection between the 
MOE project office, regional centers and 
participating universities to build co-learning 
momentum for the regional teaching 
communities and to help each community 
develop its own distinct features. 

Shih Chien University was selected as 
the Northern Regional Center in 2020 and 
2021. Universities included in this region 
are National Central University, National 
Taiwan Ocean University, Taipei Medical 
University, Tamkang University, Tatung 
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University, Chung Yuan Christian University, 
National Taiwan University of Science and 
Technology, Chihlee University of Technology, 
Asia Eastern University of Science and 
Technology and Shih Chien University. In 
addition to the tasks mentioned, regional 
centers regularly send teams to visit 
participating universities and address the 
questions raised by the universities.

���������	
���
�
�����	
��
��

�
��

The five core elements in the project 
are core issues, practicing and learning 
in the field, innovative teaching courses, 
na r rat i ve  sk i l l s  and  teach ing  s ta f f 
communities. The core issues of Shih Chien 
University are caring for local communities 
and sustainable development. The fields 
chosen for the project include Ruifang 
District in New Taipei City, Dazhi Village and 
Jiantan Village in Taipei City’s Zhongshan 
District, and nine districts in Kaohsiung’s 
Chimei area.

Ruifang has been a focus area of Shih 
Chien University’s USR (university social 
responsibility) work, while Dazhi Village, 

Jiantan Village and the nine districts in 
Chimei are located in or in the vicinity of our 
Taipei and Kaohsiung Campuses.  Examples 
of our caring for local communities and 
sustainable development work: arranging 
for students to help pupils from Ruifang 
Elementary School improve their English 
skills; in Dazhi Village, carbon reduction 
and sustainable development programs 
were launched to introduce solar energy to 
an existing ecological pond and to create 
a habitat for firefly and dragonfly larvae; in 
Neimen District, work has been planned to 
study and collect relevant data on the Song 
Jiang Battle Ritual.

The  th i rd  e lement  i s  innovat i ve 
teach ing ,  w i th  the  focus  on cross-
disciplinary teaching and narrative skills. 
Shih Chien University offers seven course 
modules, each consisting of at least five 
innovative courses. Instructors will observe 
and support one another. In 2022, a total 
of 32 courses participated in the project. 
Fourth, for narrative skills, the goal is to 
help students develop comprehension, 
expression and communication skil ls 
that are necessary in the workplace and 

Students performed the Song Jiang Battle Ritual in Kaohsiung s Neimen District.
05

Shih Chien University Newsletter 05 March 2023

05



21

Interaction between Shih Chien University President 
Ting Pin-Shou ( ) and students at the Cross-
disciplinary Narrative Workshop .

06

strengthen the correlation between com-
munication skills and reality. The fifth 
element is the community of the teaching 
staff. The project encourages the teaching 
staff to develop innovative courses and 
teaching strategies through a common issue 
or environment, to empower and engage in 
cross-disciplinary dialogues. 

Sustainable teaching methods

In 2022, Shih Chien University carried 
out six workshops, four teaching assistant 
workshops, 42 community events, and one 
mid-semester and one end-of-semester 
showcase .  The northern center was 
responsible for two regional team meetings, 
12 workshops, four teaching assistant 
workshops, 12 community events, and one 
mid-semester and one end-of semester 
showcase, two forums and 18 meetings. The 
project has created positive impacts on the 
university’s innovative teaching strategy, 
teaching skills of our staff, students’ 
narrative skills and implimentation work 
in the field. Prior to the completion of the 
project, the northern center released two 
publications: “SDGs and practice in Taiwan’s 
education environment” and “Climate change 
and green insurance: from the perspective 

of business ethics”. 

We would like to thank the Ministry 
of Education for its support and guidance, 
helping our university keep in line with the 
latest trends in narrative skills and teaching 
methods. We have been able to strengthen 
cross-disciplinary teaching, practice in the 
field and research momentum. With the 
full support and effort of our teaching staff, 
students and administrative team, we are 
confident to march towards the next level in 
the education we provide. 

Shih Chien University is very grateful 
to be awarded another MOE subsidy in 
2023. Looking forward, we will continue 
to nurture cross-disciplinary talent and 
train new teaching staff, support the 
development of social innovation and 
industrial collaboration, and work hard to 
ensure everything we do adheres to the 
university motto of “innovation, practice and 
perfection”. 

06
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Italian Culinary Institute for 

Foreigners, ICIF

Piemonte

ICIF

Barolo

Asti Moscato

Alba

Torino

Ferrero

Nutella

2022

2022

sfogliatelle

Rococo

ricotta cheese

2022

01
Preparation ahead of the event
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End-of-year Showcase to Celebrate 
Piemonte for the Department of Food and 
Beverage Management 
Kao Chiu-Ying ( )
Former Chair of the Department of Food and Beverage Management

A B

Over the years, the overseas scholarship program organized by the Ministry of 
Education has been very popular among students of the Department of Food and Beverage 
Management (DFBM) at Shih Chien University. Those who dream to study abroad work very 
hard to prepare the required documents for the interview and hope to secure a spot on 
the program. In recent years, the DFBM has partnered with the Italian Culinary Institute 
for Foreigners (ICIF) to provide students with overseas internship opportunities. Located 
in Piemonte, the institute is surrounded by many excellent restaurants. Through the 
recommendation of ICIF, students will start their internships at local starred restaurants 
following a four-week culinary training period. For students, it is not merely dreams coming 
true, but an amazing record on their resume. 

Situated in the northwest of Italy and at the foot of the Alps, Piemonte is known for 
its rolling hills. The region is dotted with villages and castles, surrounded by fruit trees 
and vineyards. Piemonte has the capacity to produce Barolo, often known as the king of 

02

02

03

03

(Balsamico) -
Development of menu for Italian wine and balsamic vinegar - Works by students from the graduate institute
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04 06

05 07

Demonstration by first-year student Yang Cheng-An 
( )

Hsu Sheng-Ping ( ), who had his intership 
in Italy, prepared tiramisu and focaccia at the 
event.

-
The winning cake by Yan Cheng-An Chang Yun-Chen ( ), who participated 

in the intership in Italy, prepared delicate and 
delicious Sino-Italian fusion dishes.

wines, and the famed Asti Moscato which 
is consumed around the world. The region’s 
town of Alba produces the coveted and 
rare white truffle. Alba is also known for its 
delicious hazelnuts, almonds and other farm 
produce, making Piemonte the home of 
amazing food and wine. It is said that Torino, 
Piemonte’s capital city, was the first place 
to make chocolate from cocoa beans. For 
over five centuries, Torino has been known 
for its craft chocolate and is the home of 
classic luxury chocolate, including Ferrero 
and Nutella. In 2022, the DFBM decided to 
use Piemonte as the theme for its end-of-
year showcase. Students that previously 

04 06

08

05 07

09

had their internships in Italy led other 
schoolmates in reproducing iconic Italian 
cuisine, creating a lovely mealtime. 

During the event, in addition to Italian 
cuisine, the DFBM’s freshman Yang Cheng-
An ( ) was invited to demonstrate his 
bakery skills. In his first year in university, 
he participated in a competition organized 
by Taiwan Gâteaux Association and won 
first place (in the category of cakes that 
can be stored at room temperature). This 
award became the best Christmas present 
for DFBM in 2022. During the showcase, 
Yang demonstrated making the difficult 

0908 -  
Chocolate series

-
Cakes and cookies 
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10 11-
Panettone

-
Italian macarons

10 11

sfogliatella. On the outside, the pastry has 
romantic Rococo shell shaped flaky layers. 
On the inside, it has a filling of orange-
flavored ricotta. The most challenging part 
is to roll out the dough to create very thin 
sheets that eventually form a shell shape. 
Yang demonstrated every detail without fail. 

Food and beverage management relies 
heavily on practice and experience. Students 
must go through countless practice sessions 
to master the skills. Over the years, Shih 
Chien University has been very grateful for 
the support of Chiao Thai Hsing Enterprise 
Co., Ltd., which offers free flour for students 
to use during class and practice sessions. 
Moreover, the company generously provides 
funds to help nurture baking talent. In the 
DFBM, any students who are interested 
can spend their weekends participating in 
classes and training sessions, a tradition 
that has become a very popular feature 

for student recruitment. Every year, a huge 
number of students apply to study in the 
DFBM. As part of the effort to thank the 
sponsors, DFBM organizes end-of-year 
showcases to demonstrate what students 
have learned and reflect on the trends in 
the world culinary scene. 

In 2022, the theme of the DFBM end-of-
year showcase was “A tribute to Piemonte”. 
Students worked together with those who 
had their internship in Italy to recreate the 
famous pastry from Piemonte. The teaching 
staff and sponsors were invited to have 
a taste of the dishes and give feedback. 
Demonstrating one’s work and sharing it 
with others is an important part of culinary 
educat ion.  This year ’s showcase got 
excellent feedback from the teaching staff 
and sponsoring businesses, which was the 
best encouragement and compliment for 
students. 
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